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INS 10th World Congress
21 -26 May 2011
Neuromodulation: Technology that improves patient care

Book your study leave now for the INS Meeting in London.
NSUKI AGM will be held during the INS Congress on Monday 23 May

The INS will be holding its biennial congress in London at the
Hilton Metropole. We expect that this will break all records of
attendance at an INS event and will probably exceed that of
NANS. There is a lot of interest from chapters from around the
world. Take a look at the programme on the INS website
www.neuromodulation.com .
There is Pain and Brain content throughout each day as well as
specialty interests concentrated into a day. This might allow
non-neuromodulation colleagues to attend for a day and listen
to topics that relate to their specialty.
For example, you might choose to invite your cardiology
colleague to attend with you on the Monday and your urology
colleague to attend on the Thursday. You might even persuade
a non-NM pain physician to attend the CRPS day. If you can do
this then you have served the society well as our aim is to reach
out to our referrers.
Simon Thomson
INS President

NSUKI Satellite
Workshops
Thursday 19 May
Hands-on
Neuromodulation
Cadaver Workshop,
Leeds University
Deep Brain Stimulation
Workshop,
Oxford

Saturday 21 May
Neuromodulation live
demonstration
workshop
Guy’s St Thomas’s,
London

INS 10 World Congress
Neuromodulation: Technology that improves patient care
Programme details on INS website neuromodulation.com

Hands-on Neuromodulation Cadaver Workshop, Leeds






Comprehensive course with excellent hands on exposure
Ideal for doctors interested to learn both basic and advanced techniques in SCS
Small groups with ample time to interact with experienced faculty
Surgical skills station specific tuition in surgery for neuromodulation techniques
Opportunity for informal interactions and tips in neuromodulation

Course will be suitable for trainees with an interest in stimulation techniques as well as
offering experienced practitioners the opportunity to expand their range of techniques.
See the INS website for details and registration form

NSUKI Satellite Workshops

th

Deep Brain Stimulation Workshop, Oxford
 Indications for DBS
 Demonstrations of DBS techniques
 Course dinner on preceding evening
See the INS website for details

Guys & St Thomas’ Neuromodulation live workshop, London
 Demonstration of advanced SCS techniques
 Live theatre demonstrations of spinal cord stimulation
See the INS website for details

Programme details on INS website neuromodulation.com
Forgotten your password to the members pages on the INS website?
Contact ins@neuromodulation.com for your password
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NSUKI Annual Scientific Meeting, Leeds 4th – 5th October 2010
A successful meeting was held at the Royal
Armouries in Leeds. 45 delegates attended.
The scientific program was themed to cover
the role of neuromodulation in visceral and
pelvic pain, Intrathecal therapy and Complex
regional pain syndrome with very good
presentations.
In addition, we had a Hands-on workshop on
suturing techniques, pocket creation and
tunneling on a pig belly, supervised by
experienced plastic surgeon and pain
physician.
The breakfast and late evening sessions
where filled with satellite symposium on the
latest in neuromodulation:

The annual dinner was a highlight at the
Armouries with a special medieval show
followed by dinner. This was a very good
experience on its own, with fully
armoured solders showing us the fighting
techniques from over the centuries.
The overall feedback for the ASM was
good with high satisfaction for every
scientific lecture.
The Organising Committee would like to
thank all the participants, sponsors and
speakers for making the event a great
success.
Proceedings of the meeting are posted
on the NSUKI page of the INS website

St Jude Medical - Paddle versus
percutaneous leads; to introduce their
percutaneous paddle leads (Epiducer)
Codman - Newer developments in
intrathecal drug delivery (New
programmable pump)
Medtronic - Newer technologies in SCS
(Including Sensor technology)

Ganesh Baranidharan
Local ASM Organiser

2011

INS Congress, London

2012

Joint Meeting with
German NS, Berlin

feedback
Numbers attending the Annual Scientific Meetings have decreased over the
last few years. The ASM is the main event organised for the NSUKI
membership each year and its success does depend on members participating
in the event.
There are always a number of reasons why one is unable to attend a
particular meeting, but the NSUKI Board would value some feedback.
Please complete this brief questionnaire on-line or the one mailed to you with
this newsletter so that we can improve the function of the Society.
www.surveymonkey.com/s/69RGSQ2
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We would like to encourage all clinicians involved in neuromodulation to become
members of the Society. This would make the Society more representative and
more useful to its members.

NSUKI Membership

NSUKI promotes the interests of neuromodulators in UK and Ireland. It was
involved as a stakeholder in advising NICE in developing the guidelines for SCS. It
has been approached by NICE to register an interest in the development of
guidelines for radicular pain and has advised on a number of other projects.

NSUKI is a chapter of INS, so all NSUKI members are members of INS with the
international perspective and influence that brings as well as the benefits of the
Neuromodulation journal subscription and website.
- Lorem Ipsum
NSUKI Membership currently stands at 75. We would encourage you to invite your
colleagues around the country to join NSUKI.
Membership:

UK Members £140 per year
Irish Members €180 per year
Professions Allied to Medicine (Nurses, Physios) £80 per year

Fees are paid by Direct Debit in May. Members joining mid-year pay a pro-rata fee
for the first year.
We encourage you to get your trainees to join the Society. Trainees can benefit
from the reduced PAMS rate for the first year of their membership.
Application forms and Direct Debit forms are available on the website or from the
NSUKI secretariat at AAGBI.
Location of NSUKI Members

57 Anaesthetists
10 Neurosurgeons
5 Physiotherapists / Nurses
3 Physicians
3 Trainees

Discounts available
for trainees
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Message from the President of the International Neuromodulation Society
December 2010

The big freeze was very evident in the UK
when I headed off to attend the North
American Neuromodulation Society congress
in Las Vegas on 1st December 2010. This
meeting had over 1000 registrations. It was
a privilege to be invited to speak on their
plenary programme. I chose to speak about
the NSUKI Refractory angina project as led
by Dr Sam Eldabe. I explained the
background and our strategy of study
design. This was well received. I was proud
that NSUKI had initiated funding to embark
upon the first public funded SCS study in the
world.
The INS had its executive board meeting.
The executive board consists of President
(Dr Simon Thomson), Immediate Past
President (Dr Elliot Krames), Secretary (Dr
Timothy Deer), Treasurer (Dr Liong Liem)
and Editor in Chief (Prof Robert Levy). Our
amazing executive secretary, Tia Sofatzis
was also in attendance. We also had an
Editorial Board meeting of the journal
Neuromodulation and had communication
with the board of NANS.
The next year will be an important year in
INS history. The journal will be submitting
to the National Library of Medicine for
“indexing” in the spring of 2011. The
members of the editorial board and
reviewer panel have been revised to reflect
a more academic list. Our strategy has been
implemented and we are very hopeful of
success. This will be a step change in our
journal’s future.
I hope that you are already pleased with the
changes in its livery, layout and features.
We have re-negotiated our publishing
agreement with our publisher, Wiley
Blackwell. This allows us to increase our
editorial pages and to increase frequency of
edition to 6 per year. Our article rejection

rate has increased which perversely is a good
thing as it indicates an improvement in
submission quality. The online version has
other additional features such as early view.
The review process has become more efficient
and will continue to improve. The online
version will have many more features including
CME, webinars and more colour graphics.
The INS will be holding its biennial congress in
London from 21st to 26th May 2011. (see above)
The INS board have initiated a number of
projects which are now under way.
The first is to review all the national guidelines
for Spinal Cord Stimulation and to produce an
INS consensus. Dr Luscombe is serving on that
group endeavour.
The second is a worldwide survey to better
understand each countries use of SCS and to
highlight reasons for this.
The third is to examine data on paddle lead
complications which have been reported to the
3 companies involved and to create a system
of regular review.
Finally there will be a group that will be
examining and comparing the various
neuromodulation registries and databases that
are in use worldwide.
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The INS has been working in 4 main areas.
We have tried to grow the society through
the creation of national chapters and by
trying to broaden our membership base to
include all aspects of Neuromodulation.
We manage a journal that speaks to the field
of NM and will become ever more successful.
We put on a biennial congress about which
you know with May 2011 in London and 2013
in Rio de Janeiro.
Our fourth endeavour is to embark on a
coordinated improvement on our public
projection of our society and field of
medicine. The website will become key to
this. We will appoint a project manager,
medical writer and website coordinator. We
will work on producing high quality and fresh
content. Content will speak at a variety of
levels. Some will serve the membership in
tools for patient and referrer education and
some for NM trainees. There will be more
clips and lay or journalistic articles for
public and researching journalists. We will
develop a media centre so that we can

manage press releases and develop a
relationship with media outlets throughout
the world.
This is very much the idea of the INS and is
driven by a desire to expand the field and
improve patient access to the appropriate
NM therapy.
We are currently drawing together a group
of INS volunteers to work to help produce
content. If any of you have an interest in
this then please make contact. I have
already tested the water by commissioning
three articles from INS members and was
gratified to see the response to this call.
2011 is an important year for this society.
Please register to come to the INS 2011
meeting soon. You must know what its like
to throw a party and spend the time before
fearful that nobody will turn up. Please
don’t let me suffer too long!
Dr Simon Thomson

This newsletter is produced by the NSUKI Board
President
Immediate Past President
Hon Secretary
Hon Treasurer
Neurosurgery Representative
Member for Irish Affairs
Board Member

Jon Raphael
Francis Luscombe
Peter Toomey
Nick Padfield
Roger Strachan
Roisin MacSullivan
Ganesh Baranidharan

The Neuromodulation Society of the United Kingdom and Ireland, NS(UKI)
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Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland
21 Portland Place
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London
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